
 

 

ART GLASS AND GLASS ARTISTS: 
CHEMISTS, CRAFTSMEN, 
VISIONARIES 
 

Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 April 2018 

11.00 – 16.00 

Course Leader: Justine Hopkins 

 

‘Glass is a marvellous material. Everything about it makes it an incomparable plastic medium 

in the hands of an ingenious artist, offering his imagination and talent almost limitless scope 

for discovery.’    [René Lalique] 

 

Glass is one of the oldest man-made materials and certainly the most mysterious. Neither solid, 

liquid nor gas, neither crystal nor stone, it exists in a state of its own; smooth and hard, it is also 

fragile, fracturing to produce cutting edges of lethal sharpness. Glass can be colourless, transparent, 

brilliantly colourful or opaque depending on the precise balance of its chemical constituents; to be 

shaped it must be heated and reheated to extreme temperatures and as it cools it may shatter 

explosively without stringent precautions. Above all, worked glass is unpredictable: no two pieces 

will ever be identical, and what you think you placed in the kiln will rarely if ever come out exactly as 

you expected and planned. Glass is dangerous, difficult and glamorous; a combination which has 

fascinated craftsmen and artists, chemists and collectors throughout history. 

 

The V&A has an outstanding collection of glass, with rich holdings for the 19th and 20th centuries, 

when the rise of Arts and Crafts and Art Nouveau encouraged the exploration of glass as art, 

establishing an experimental and innovatory approach which continues today. This course offers the 

opportunity to understand more about this unique and challenging material through the 



 

 

achievements of its greatest masters, from René Lalique, Émile Gallé and Louis Comfort Tiffany to 

contemporary artists such as Erwin Eisch and Colin Reid. 

 

PROGRAMME 

SATURDAY 21st April  

10.30 - 11.00  Welcome and Registration 

11.00 - 11.50  Stone of the kind that flows: Art Nouveau and the rediscovery of glass as art 
 
11.50 - 12.00  Refreshment break 

12.00 - 13.00  A moment in time, frozen for eternity: Art Deco glass 

13.00 - 14.00  Lunch (not included) 

14.00 - 15.00  Gallery Visit / Curator Session 

15.00 - 15.10  Refreshment break 

15.10 - 16.00  Journey to a fourth dimension: Scandinavian Art Glass 

 

SUNDAY 22nd April 

11.00 - 11.50  A dance of instantaneous decisions: the birth of Studio Glass 

11.50 - 12.00  Refreshment break 

12.00 - 13.00  Circumstances guided by experience: explorations in Kiln-casting 

13.00 - 14.00  Lunch (not included) 

14.00 - 15.00                 Gallery Visit / Curator Session 

15.00 - 15.10  Refreshment break 

15.10 - 16.00  Destination X: Art Glass now 



 

 

 

‘You can never force glass to behave in a specific way … you can only encourage it to move in 

a direction by setting up a number of circumstances, guided by your experience, which make 

your desired outcome more likely.’    [Keith Cummings] 

 

 

Justine Hopkins read English and drama at Bristol University, then took an Art History MA at the 

Courtauld Institute and a PhD at Birkbeck College. Since then she has worked as a writer and 

freelance lecturer for a wide variety of institutions, is a registered lecturer for NADFAS and a regular 

contributor to the V&A programmes: recent courses include Gallé, Tiffany and Art Nouveau. Her book 

Michael Ayrton: A Biography appeared in 1994; she has also published articles in assorted periodicals 

and dictionaries, most recently on Serb sculptor Ivan Meštrović in Sculpture Journal 2016. In any spare 

time she makes lamp-worked glass beads, strictly on an amateur basis. 

 

All lectures are given by Justine Hopkins unless otherwise stated. 

 

                                                                                                   Subject to change if necessary. 


